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THE QUESTION AT ISSUE.

That Great Britain has no right to impress
her subjects from pentral merelant vessels, is
tan elear to he serpamly densel.  She cannot do
it, under the antharity of the law of nations.
Shecannot do it under her awn antharity. As
a belligerent power, the law of nations moay ans
thorise her to take in neutral vesscls what may
belong to her enemy, or what may belong to the

neutial in certain cases, specibed by the law of
nations, in which the neutral falls under the op-
| eration of the law of nations, in relation to war,
- But the right of a belligerent 1o tuke, not what
belongs to his enem: |, or to a neatral, but what
bebmjes to, or 18 claimed by himselfy has no pre
text from that law.

As o the belliperant®s own laws or autharity,
na one will pretend that they can be put in force
any where but within the territorial Limits of the
helliperent, and on hoard his own ships on the
high scas.  To extend the operation of his laws
to the ships of other nations on the high seas,
wouldjmake the belligerent nation a sovereign

aver, instead of an t'i.ll.ul. with, other indepers
I dent natinns,

Is there then no remedv for a belliperent in
ease a neatral nation should weangfully seize or
secduce his seamen, contrary to thew allegiance,
anel 1o his safety? Yes, the same remerly as inoth-
er cases of wrong done him.  He mutt require re.
dress from the neatral power ; and, that fuiling,
he may, if he chooses, resort to self redress by
foree, that is to war, his selfredress by force,
an board a neutral veszel, is a case unauthorised
by the law of nations, is as much an act of hos ®
lityas self redress by force would he on board
a pithlie ship of war, which is in nocase suhject.
ed by the Jaw of nations to such a procedure.

It is not denied by Great Britain that wrongs
have been committed againstthe Unjted States
by her impressments from their vessels. As
many a8 1600 of their seamen, it is confessed
by a Rritish minister, were on board Rritish
ships of war, where coercion alne could have
pluced them. 1Ifthe United States, instead of
secking redress by negotiation and friendly ar-
rangement, had pursged ithy furcible steps to
rescue the impressed seamen from the Rritish
ships, it would have been war. Great Britain
| would doubtless have so considered it,




From this plain view af the subject, it neres
sarily follows that if Great Britain considered
the employment of her seamen on board our
vessels an a wrong done her, she was bound in
the first instance ta resort to the governinent of
the United States for redress ; thatin resorting
tnsell redress by foree, in taking her seamen
from our vessels, she in faet resarted to hostili-
ty, and that her perseverenca in the practice,
nntwithstanding repeated offers of friendly ar.
rangerment an the part of the United States,
mede up aclear and strong cause of war,

Had the arders in council, en which the Units
ed States and Great Britun happened 1o be
more immediately at issie, been repealed befire
the deeluration of war, it is probable that the
case of impressment would have been resumed
once more, 45 a subject of negotiation and pacis
fic arvangement. It certainly could nover be
ahandancd by an independent nation. But Great
Mritain having given a poptive atul fual assur
ance, that the orlers would not e repealed, war
Leeame inevitable @ and as she continued in (e
practice of impressment, whilst she eonfessed
the enarmous abuse ofit ; and as she still twened
adeafear 1w the remonstrances amd the gvers
gures of the injured party, it was impossible not
to include the practice of jmpressment us @
canse of the war, and impaossible conserpuently 1o
close it withent some satisfactory stipalations
onthe sihject.  To do otherwise, wauld wimit
that impressments are no cause of war, and
would eneoursee o contimiaice and extension of
the mast hioerible ol degrading practice by fix.
ing the belief that it never would be resented
andl redressed by war, 1t may he hoped  that
reason and justice and sound policy will gain the
aweendance in the Wreitish cabinet.  Should she
on the other laml determine to go on with the
war, rather than accept pesce on the fair
terms on which it is offered her, every citizen
maust be roused 1o pedoublad exertions in the
cause of his eountry,

The time must come when the subjectinon of
nur Rag and our citizens, 1o the degradation and
violence practised by British press-pangs or of.
fieers, must cease, unless the Uiited States shall
ccase to be an indlependent natisn.  And it may
be confilently peedicted that whenever the
! practice of impressment sliall bave ended, a uni.
versal astomishment will be felt, that it should
have heen ever for & moment tolerated ; and the
every hanest American, who has been misled i
to a justification of the sutrage, will lnok back
with horror at his own debssement and infatua
tion. Nut. fntel.
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