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. On the mght cember 4 a mol
I salisbury Iynche burned a Negro w
|bad mutdered a l\usmess man a few hot
‘earlier. The Negro was taken through tH
|streets from a hospital to the courtho
green. The procession was observed by ma
‘persons. And the Iynching on the courtho
.green was in the presence of a large crow
Indeed, it was stated immediately afterwdr
that policemen found it necessary to regulaté
| traffic 'on the outskirts of the crowd: 4§
| On Friday, thtee months and a hall']#t’e
‘the grand jury of Wicomico county, afteq
Iexaminaﬁun of more than 100 witnesses;
porled that it found “absolutely no evide
that can remotely connect anyone with thg
|instigation or perpetration of the murder§
{Thus-the town in which occurred one o
Imost bestial outbreaks of mob. violence 0
I vécord stands powerless after this invasions3f
lits law and of its. civilization. More than thif
‘,lhe State of Maryland stands helpless wil i
the disgrace written across its name.. PO
lunder existing law, it could act only in 0
| junction with the local authorities, and real
at their sufferance, and apparently it
(take no further steps.

The State should be freed of this disabi
Governor Ritchie should take the lead iy
framing a State-wide anti-lynching law, undén
iwhich -the State authorities could mo¥g
|swiftly and surely to investigate and
punish such outbreaks, regardless of the
tion of county officials. In our neighbor Stfte
|to the south, Virginia, thers is such a liWs
enacted during the -Byrd administration”
1028, which might be taken as a workifig

‘pumshment of lynchers on ‘the State and
'authorizes the use of ample iunds; also; il
subjects ynchers to civil Mability to the
sonal represenmwes of the man lynchb
| No law can be so effective, of course, a¥?
| civilized public opinion in stamping out thes
| disgraces, but a stern State-wide anti-lynchs,
‘mg law, in the hands of a stern Gove
'Swould provide the means of making lynhif
too dangerous to be engaged in by the 6%
|and cowardly breed of men which forms mot



